
 

Educator Reference Chart: Consonant Spellings  
Phonemes* Spellings Phonemes* Spellings 

“What represents 
__?” Common Patterns 

Less Common 
Patterns 

“What represents 
__?” Common Patterns Less Common 

Patterns 

Stops 

/p/ 
p (pan) 
pp (happy) 

 

Nasals 

/m/ 
m (mop) mm (summer) 

/b/ 
b (bat) bb (rabbit) 

/n/ 
n (nut) nn (tennis) 

/t/ 
t (top) ed (jumped) 

tt (attention) /ng/ 
ng (sing) 
n (pink) 

 

/d/ 
d (dog) 
ed (filled) 

dd (sudden) 

Fricatives 
 

(cont.) 

/f/ 
f (fan) 
ph (phone) 
ff (cuff) 

 

/k/ 
c (cat) 
k (kite) 
ck (duck) 

ch (school) 
/v/ 

v (van) 
ve (have) 

 

/g/ 
g (gift) 
gg (egg) 

gu (guard) 
/th/ 

th (thin)  
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Educator Reference Chart: Consonant Spellings  
Phonemes* Spellings Phonemes* Spellings 

“What represents 
__?” Common Patterns Less Common 

Patterns 
“What represents 

__?” Common Patterns Less Common 
Patterns 

Fricatives 
 

(cont.) 

/th/ 
th (that) 
the (breathe) 

 

Affricates 

/ch/ 
ch (chair) 

tch (hatch) 

t (picture) 

 

/s/ 

s (sun) 
c (cent) 
ss (kiss) 

ce (since) 

/j/ 

g (gem) 
j (jam) 
ge (large) 

dg (fidget) 
dge (badge) 
d (graduate) 
gi (region) 

/z/ 
s (rosy) 
z (zebra) 

 

Glides 

/w/ 
w (web) 
wh (whistle) 

[some pronounce 
as /hw/] 

u (language) 

/sh/ 
ti (nation) 
sh (ship) 
 

ci (special) 
ss (mission) 
ch (chef) 

/y/ 
y (yes) 
i (onion) 

 

/zh/ 
si (vision) 
s (usual) 
ge (garage) 

g (regime) 

Liquids 

/l/ 
l (lamp) 
ll (hill) 

 

/h/ 
h (hat)   

/r/ 
r (rat) rr (sorry) 
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Educator Reference Chart: Vowel Spellings  
Phonemes* Spellings Phonemes* Spellings 

“What represents 
__?” Common Patterns Less Common 

Patterns 
“What represents 

__?” Common Patterns Less Common 
Patterns 

Short 
Vowels 

 

/ă/ a (bath)  

Long 
Vowels 

/ē/ 

e (me) 
y (any) 
i (radio) 
ea (mean) 
ee (seed) 

ie (field) 

/ĕ/ 
e (net) ea (ready) 

/ĭ/ 

i (tip) y (myth) 

/ī/ 

i (wild) 
i_e (bite) 
y (fly) 
igh (sigh) 

ie (pie) 

/ŏ/ 

o (hot)  

/ō/ 

o (only) 
o_e (broke) 
oa (goat) 
ow (show) 

 

/ŭ/ 
u (pup) 

o (son) 
 

/yū/ 
u (human) 
u_e (cute) 

ue (value) 
ew (few) 
eu (feud) 

Long 
Vowels 

 
(cont.) 

/ā/ 

a (thank) 
a_e (name) 
ai (rain) 

ay (say) 
e (very) 

/ū/  

u (truth) 
oo (tooth) 
u_e (rude) 
ew (new) 
o (to) 

ou (you) 
ue (due) 
ui (fruit) 
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Educator Reference Chart: Vowel Spellings  

Phonemes* Spellings Phonemes* Spellings 
“What 

represents __?” Common Patterns Less Common 
Patterns 

“What 
represents __?” Common Patterns Less Common 

Patterns 

Diphthongs 
 

/oi/ 
oi (choice) 
oy (toy) 

 

Other 

/oo/ 
u (push) 
oo (book) 

o (wolf) 
oul (could) 

/ou/ 

ou (loud) 
ow (down) 

 /aw/ 
 

[some 
pronounce 

as /ŏ/] 

a (ball) 
au (cause) 
aw (draw) 

 

r-Controlled 

/ar/ 
ar (card)  

/ə/ 

a (balloon) 
e (mitten) 
i (victim) 
o (bacon) 
u (suppose) 

Schwa is an 
unstressed 
syllable, therefore 
any vowel 
spelling can 
make the sound. /er/ 

er (her) 
or (word) 
ur (turn) 

ir (bird) 
ar (dollar) 
ure (sure) 

/or/ 

or (for) ore (more) *Charts represent the most common phonemes 
represented in Standard American English, but 
may not represent the dialect of each of your 
students. Keep in mind there is natural variation 
in pronunciations across different regions, 
cultures, and generations. 
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